
Racial Justice Focus – Survey Results Analysis Report – November 2021 
Introduction 
St. Thomas has always provided awareness, education, and action opportunities related to social justice issues, including 
racial justice.  
 
On November 15, 2020, St. Thomas announced a special parish-wide focus on racial justice. That action was in response to 
events over recent times that brought racial justice issues to the surface for all of us. Each of us was asked to be open of heart 
and open of mind. 
 
The intention of the racial justice focus was: 
 To raise awareness. 
 To provide opportunities to educate ourselves and learn from each other. 
 To support actions that create a change of heart and bring about systemic change. 
Doing all the above centered in prayer. 
 
Since the focus was announced, St. Thomas has offered a variety of initiatives, which included the book study of Just Mercy, 
guest reflections at Mass, and a series of bulletin articles, among others. The intention was to engage the community and 
bring attention to the issue of racial justice. In order to determine the effectiveness of this considerable body of work, the 
Racial Justice Focus Committee asked the parish to fill out the Racial Justice Focus Survey and provide feedback. 
 
The survey was offered between June 27 and July 18, 2021. The data was compiled by a six-member team from the Racial 
Justice Focus Committee. 
 The four Yes/No questions were tabulated. The results are presented in Appendix A. 
 The written responses for all seven questions were reviewed and correlated based on the themes noted in each response. 

The number of times each theme was mentioned was counted. Due to the anonymity of the survey, it is possible that one 
respondent may have made the same point in multiple questions. Appendix B presents the results and includes 
representative verbatim comments. 

 Many of the written response included specific suggestions. All suggestions are presented verbatim in Appendix C.  
 

The Racial Justice Focus Committee analyzed the results of the survey. Below are the major conclusions drawn from the 
analysis, as well as future actions related to the racial justice issue. The entire report can be viewed on the St. Thomas the 
Apostle website.  
 
The Racial Justice Focus Committee thanks all parishioners who shared their thoughts through the survey. Questions and 
comments on this report are welcomed. Comments can be made on the website. The Committee will respond. Conversation 
and shared wisdom are always helpful. 
 
Racial Justice – Future Direction 
It needs to be recognized that every individual is in a different place on the issue of racial justice, and that is okay. It is also 
true that each individual can learn more about the issue and about their own understandings, beliefs, and opinions.  
 
The Racial Justice Focus was not meant to last forever. It was meant to, over a period of time, provide a special emphasis … 
raising awareness and understanding, challenging and perhaps changing views on racial justice. To what degree the objective 
was met is for each individual to determine.  
 
The Racial Justice Focus is ending this November, after one year. However, since racial justice issues are still with us, racial 
justice actions and initiatives will continue. The survey results support ongoing racial justice activities.  
 A large majority of the survey respondents (73%) believe that the emphasis on racial justice is an appropriate action to 

take in the parish.  
 Two-thirds of the survey respondents answered “Yes” to the question “Are there additional actions we should consider 

taking?” indicating strong support for continuing actions. 
 
The following actions will be undertaken: 
 The Racial Justice Focus Committee will disband. A new Racial Justice Team will be formed.  
 A St. Thomas Racial Justice website will be implemented, including prior initiatives, new initiatives, and other racial 

justice resources. 
 Public and private conversation channels will be provided for individuals to express their views and engage in productive 
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Racial Justice Survey Conclusions 
164 surveys were completed when the survey was offered in July. Based on the number of people attending Mass and tuning 
in virtually at that time, according to St. Thomas records, the survey yielded approximately a 19% response rate. This seems 
to be a legitimate representation of the St. Thomas population. 
 
Survey Question 1: Are you aware that St. Thomas is in the midst of a racial justice focus? 
The communication to the parish of the Racial Justice Focus action was highly effective. 85% of the survey respondents were 
aware of the focus.  
 
Survey Question 2: Is the racial justice focus an appropriate action to be undertaken in our parish community? 
A large majority of the survey respondents (73%) believe that the emphasis on racial justice is an appropriate action to take in 
our parish.  
 
A considerable portion of the survey respondents (27%) believe that the emphasis on racial justice is not an appropriate 
action to take in our parish. There were five primary reasons given. It is important to respond to the concerns of these 
members of our community. Opportunities for those conversations will be provided.  
1. Some parishioners do not believe that racism is an issue. 
2. This topic and social justice topics in general are not appropriate for Mass. They are too political. 
3. It is polarizing in the community and it creates greater division. It damages the parish.  
4. The initiatives were politically biased and other viewpoints should have been included. 
5. Some parishioners felt that some of the initiatives implied or even stated that they are racist or that all whites are racist. 
 
Survey Question 3: Since the focus began in November, have the actions taken provided you with any additional awareness, 
new perspectives, or caused you to think about racial justice implications? 
Over half the survey respondents (57%) grew in awareness, developed new perspectives, or were moved to additional 
thinking about racial justice implications. Assuming that prior to the focus, all parishioners had some awareness of racial 
justice issues, providing additional insights to over half the community is a positive outcome. 
 
Survey Question 4: Please indicate any specific focus actions that struck a positive note with you and why they struck a 
positive note. 
A variety of the racial justice initiatives were identified as insightful and of value to a variety of people. Providing a variety 
of opportunities allowed individuals to choose initiatives that appealed to them. The approach was appreciated. 
 
The initiatives most often mentioned as positive were: Just Mercy Book Study, Racial Justice Prayer at Mass during Prayers 
of the Faithful, 21-day Challenge, White Fragility Chapter Summaries, 10 Ways to Fight Hate Series, and homily time 
reflections at Mass.  
 
Survey Question 5: Please indicate any specific focus actions that struck a negative note with you and why they struck a 
negative note. 
Very few initiatives were mentioned as striking a negative note. The only initiative mentioned more than once was White 
Fragility Chapter Summaries.  
 
Survey Question 6: Are there additional actions we should consider taking? 
Two-thirds of the survey respondents answered “Yes” to the question “Are there additional actions we should consider 
taking?” This indicates strong support for continuing actions. Four types of action were most frequently mentioned.  
1. Continue to educate. 
2. Provide action and advocacy opportunities. 
3. Invite people from other cultures to speak at liturgies and other venues. 
4. Provide a place for dialogue and small group discussion. 
 
Survey Question 7: Please feel free to provide other comments. 
The responses were considered in summarizing the major themes.      
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